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Investigation in Neiv York .—We are in receipt 
of a pamphlet published by a sub-committee of the Sen¬ 
ate Committee of Finance, which investigated both the 
Lunacy Commission and its relation to the State Hos¬ 
pital service. The report commends quite unqualifiedly 
the work of the Lunacy Commission, especially in reduc¬ 
ing the expenses of the State institutions by the amount 
of $300,000 in the year 1893. It also claims that this has 
been done without any depreciation in quality of goods 
or service. It publishes the compensation which the 
board receives, the medical member receiving $5,cco 
with a $1,200 allowance for traveling expenses, the legal 
member $3,000 and $1,200 for traveling expenses, and 
the lay member $10 per day of actual service and $1,200 
for traveling expenses. It speaks of the work with 
unreserved commendation. 

It then turns to the State local hospital service. It 
calls attention to the alleged former irresponsible and 
unchecked form of the service,—to the prevalent loca¬ 
tion of each hospital regardless of whether or not it was 
nearest the largest number of patients; to the immense 
sum of $13,000,000 spent since 1870 for an increase in 
the number of beds ; to the claim that each board seeks 
regardless of the others to get all it can for its own 
locality; to the fact of inequality of the salaries of offi¬ 
cers and employees who do the same service ; and calls 
attention to the allowances of the superintendent over 
and above their salaries, of a living which is not limited 
in cost or quality by any specified bounds. It also notes 
the rumors of favoritism in wages, in allowances and in 
purchasing of supplies, and recommends the equalizing 
of salaries for equal services and the giving to the offi¬ 
cers a distinct salary instead of the variable perquisites 
of lodging, fuel, horses, servants, etc. 

In comment upon the above we do not wish to criti¬ 
cise local conditions, of which we may not be sufficiently 
well informed ; nor do we wish to try and straighten out 
this (as we are persuaded) somewhat one-sided report. 

Only one thing which is made very prominent in this 
report would we trv to modify. The tables which show 
the high salaries, for example, of the superintendent 



ASYLUM NOTES. 


663 

of from eight to ten thousand dollars per year, are 
unjust. To show this, we might in like manner take 
the case of one of these very legislators who make up 
this report, who we will say is getting a nominal $500 or 
$1,000 per year. It we would add to his salary two or 
four thousand dollars a year, as his share of the rental 
and keeping up of the Albany capitol building and its 
expensive plant, and then criticise his salary as too 
extravagant, he would protest at once and rightly. The 
truth is, the State is apt to honor itself by costly build¬ 
ings which should not be added to the man’s salary who 
is chosen to serve in them. This is over and above the 
inconsistency of estimating a ten per cent, rental, and to 
this adding repairs and expenses which such per cent, 
should cover These estimates will stand a very gener¬ 
ous scaling down at the very least. 

It only just to add that the nominal yearly salary of 
a superintendent in the United States is probably only 
about $2,500, not equal, we think, even with the living 
usually added, to the income of many of the ordinary 
country practitioners about them. Although the State 
may expend more money than this, yet the ordinary 
living of a superintendent is probably worth only from 
$1,000 to $1,500 per year, and that of the assistants from 
$400 to $800 per year. 

Trained nurses to travel with patients.— To 
have patients who are insane brought as patients by 
persons who are with the uniform and training of nurses, 
instead of being brought as prisoners and by officers of 
the law, would seem to be very rationally and easily 
defended. Yankton, South Dakota, has tried and main¬ 
tained the value of this in its last report, and also its 
great economy. The New York Lunacy-Commission has 
ordered trained attendants to be sent after patients in 
that State, due notice being given and seemingly as far 
as we can learn with good results. As a matter of inci¬ 
dental value it may be said that there is a considerable 
saving to the State as a whole, though the pay comes 
through different channels and thereby takes away a 
very profitable industry from the sheriff and adds a 
slight advance to the per capita of the patient’s stay in 
the hospital. New York reports an item of some $25,000 
for the transportation of patients. The State hospitals 
admitted some 3,000 patients, but a good many of them 
were likely brought by friends. However, if only 2,oco 
were sent for, the cost would seem to average only some 
$12 apiece. 



